Conclusion

The drug abuse problem is one of the most serious
public health and law enforcement crises ever to test the
resources of this Nation. It has stirred into action a field
of Federal initiatives aimed at reducing the presence of
these drugs in the United States, protecting young citi-
zens from enticement to drug use, and restoring to good
health and usefulness those persons who have suffered
the devastation of drug addiction.

The most noteworthy of the steps taken by the Presi-
dent have been the establishment of the Special Action
Office for Drug Abuse Prevention to coordinate Federal
treatment, rehabilitation, and education efforts, and the
creation of the Office for Drug Abuse Law Enforce-

ment to coordinate the law enforcement side of the war
against drug abuse. These two offices were established to
give a common theme and tempo to the far-ranging Fed-
eral efforts which have gotten underway in recent
years.

Throughout the new initiatives of the Nixon admin-
istration (the strengthening of domestic and international
enforcement capabilities, the tremendous expansion of
drug abuse education projects, the great concern for nar-
cotic addicts both at home and in Vietnam, and the
new strides toward international cooperation to control
traffic in narcotics, marijuana, and dangerous drugs) a
common theme is evident: the objectives that motivate
the Federal campaign against drug abuse arc the relent-
less pursuit of drug criminals, the humane treatment of
addicts and abusers, and the honest education of youth.
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